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Prof. Clara Wing-chung HO 2[5k Ha#5 (Delivers the welcome speech ZEIIEE)
Head, Department of History, HKBU
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University Librarian, HKBU
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong / The University of Hong Kong
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2:00pm — =5 : Sun Yat-sen, Democracy, and Good Governance
2:45pm | =HE£ : Prof. David J. LORENZO 41k 4%
National Chengchi University
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F#F © Prof. HON Tze-ki &g 127 20#%
City University of Hong Kong
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Chuo University
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Pusan National University
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The University of Hong Kong
HHEANE
5:20pm - | AR | BELENIHIR T I LN SR SRR
6:05pm | HE£ : Prof. ZHAO Libin 8917 M20%
Sun Yat-sen University
HARE
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
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Sun Yat-sen, Democracy, and Good Governance
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An important segment of the revolutionary and early Republican dialogue Sun Yat-sen
created identified the political shortcomings of the Ch’ing dynasty as a central justification
for its overthrow. Revolution was a necessary part of a project to save China from internal
turmoil and internal dismemberment. That revolutionary project in turn implicated
democracy, the modern form of governance, in his view. China could only be saved and
transformed into a modern, strong state capable of defending, developing and modernizing
itself and providing for the people’s welfare by adopting a democratic form of politics. My
discussion addresses various aspects of this intersection of democracy and what we would
now term *“good governance” in Sun’s San Min Chu | lectures and explores possible

connections with his understanding and our contemporary conceptions of good governance.
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Prof. Marie Claire BERGERE
=R E s

National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations, Paris

B R T R S SCHER T

Dear distinguished colleagues and friends,

This is to wish you a stimulating and fruitful conference on Sun Yat-sen and tell you how sorry |
am not to be able to attend this conference due to old age and health problems. | would like,
however, at the kind invitation of Professor Clara Wing-chung Ho, to share with you some thoughts

about Sun Yat-sen and Sun Yat-sen studies.

The globalisation of world trade and the integration of big economies have in the recent decades
brought about a surge of people on the move across various continents and ushered in a new era of
intercultural relations. Whatever their levels these relations often prove uneasy, ambiguous, calling
for difficult compromises. As a consequence, many people are questioning the benefits of such a
globalisation and there is a rising trend toward nationalist and populist withdrawals. Open societies
as well as open economies are under threat. In such circumstances, it is worthwhile to turn to Sun

Yat-sen’s life and work and draw inspiration from his undertakings.

Sun Yat-sen embodies the China of early twentieth century moving toward modernity. The
problems of change, of imitating the Western model, of rejecting or adapting tradition are conveyed
through his accomplishment and destiny. Sun Yat-sen was at the same time a great patriot and an
ardent champion of modernization conceived on the Western model. Always on the move, always
looking for new partners and allies, he was constantly crossing geographic and cultural boundaries.
Self-taught, half rejected by the Chinese intellectual elites of his time, he was nevertheless an
indispensable cultural intermediary: it was through him that many of his contemporaries learned
of Western economic performances, ideologies and institutions. Looking at his undertaking we

may understand that the process of modernisation does not develop only along the highway of

14



political and intellectual history but emerges as well through the backdoor, following the path of

non-prestigious encounters which are the stuff of intercultural communications.

Studies of Sun Yat-sen, however, have often been distorted both by Chinese historians eager to
create an icon and to build up the cult of the hero, as well as by Western historians who applied
themselves in the name of positivism to demystifying Sun Yat-sen’s historical figure and role. As
a consequence the historiography of Sun Yat-sen has become a source of mutual incomprehension
between Chinese and Western specialists. In a paradoxical way the post-mortem destiny of the
great cultural intermediary has been pulled apart: an intellectual frontier has been erected between
his champions and his critics. Sun Yat-sen who is omnipresent in Chinese historiography has been

nearly erased from Western historiography.

It is time to put an end to such a paradox and to reorient Sun Yat-sen’s studies toward a pacified
and well-balanced approach. On the one hand hagiography should be renounced and replaced by
more scientific processes. On the other hand Western historians should give up the idea that Sun
Yat-sen was just a confused theoretician and a muddled politician. He certainly did not succeed in
reproducing either the Western democratic model or later on the soviet socialist model. But the
intercultural dialogue does not aim at reproducing a model and importing the values of a dominant
power. It leads to a hybridization process, the results of which are to be assessed not by comparison
with the original model but by appraising how useful they are to solve problems born from the

contemporary world evolution.

In such a perspective Sun Yat-sen’s historical role was indeed extremely important. While calling
upon concepts and examples borrowed from the West — democracy, social progress, economic
development — Sun contributed to the establishment of new and original theories, policies and
institutions that were suited to the needs and the capacities of twentieth century China. Nowadays
emerging countries may still learn from Sun Yat-sen how to use the cross-cultural dialogue as a
source of enrichment and progress and great powers may be reminded that influence is different

from domination.

Marie Claire Bergere
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